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1
MULTI-MODE FILTER

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application is related to and claims the benefit
of Australian Provisional Patent Application No.
2011903389, filed Aug. 23, 2011 and U.S. Provisional Patent
Application No. 61/531,277, filed Sep. 6, 2011, and is a
Continuation-in-Part of both U.S. patent application Ser. No.
13/531,169, filed on Jun. 22, 2012, and U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 13/531,084, filed on Jun. 22, 2012. All four of
those disclosures are hereby incorporated by reference in
their entirety into the present disclosure.

The present invention relates to filters, and in particular to
a multi-mode filter including a resonator body for use, for
example, in frequency division duplexers for telecommuni-
cation applications.

BACKGROUND

The reference in this specification to any prior publication
(or information derived from it), or to any matter which is
known, is not, and should not be taken as an acknowledgment
or admission or any form of suggestion that the prior publi-
cation (or information derived from it) or known matter forms
part of the common general knowledge in the field of endeav-
our to which this specification relates.

All physical filters essentially consist of a number of
energy storing resonant structures, with paths for energy to
flow between the various resonators and between the resona-
tors and the input/output ports. The physical implementation
of the resonators and the manner of their interconnections
will vary from type to type, but the same basic concept applies
to all. Such a filter can be described mathematically in terms
of a network of resonators coupled together, although the
mathematical topography does not have to match the topog-
raphy of the real filter.

Conventional single-mode filters formed from dielectric
resonators are known. Dielectric resonators have high-Q (low
loss) characteristics which enable highly selective filters hav-
ing a reduced size compared to cavity filters. These single-
mode filters tend to be built as a cascade of separated physical
dielectric resonators, with various couplings between them
and to the ports. These resonators are easily identified as
distinct physical objects, and the couplings tend also to be
easily identified.

Single-mode filters of this type may include a network of
discrete resonators formed from ceramic materials in a
“puck” shape, where each resonator has a single dominant
resonance frequency, or mode. These resonators are coupled
together by providing openings between cavities in which the
resonators are located. Typically, the resonators provide
transmission poles or “zeros”, which can be tuned at particu-
lar frequencies to provide a desired filter response. A number
of resonators will usually be required to achieve suitable
filtering characteristics for commercial applications, result-
ing in filtering equipment of a relatively large size.

One example application of filters formed from dielectric
resonators is in frequency division duplexers for microwave
telecommunication applications. Duplexers have tradition-
ally been provided at base stations at the bottom of antenna
supporting towers, although a current trend for microwave
telecommunication system design is to locate filtering and
signal processing equipment at the top of the tower to thereby
minimise cabling lengths and thus reduce signal losses. How-
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2

ever, the size of single mode filters as described above can
make these undesirable for implementation at the top of
antenna towers.

Multi-mode filters implement several resonators in a single
physical body, such that reductions in filter size can be
obtained. As an example, a silvered dielectric body can reso-
nate in many different modes. Each of these modes can act as
one of the resonators in a filter. In order to provide a practical
multi-mode filter it is necessary to couple the energy between
the modes within the body, in contrast with the coupling
between discrete objects in single mode filters, which is easier
to control in practice.

The usual manner in which these multi-mode filters are
implemented is to selectively couple the energy from an input
port to a first one of the modes. The energy stored in the first
mode is then coupled to different modes within the resonator
by introducing specific defects into the shape of the body. In
this manner, a multi-mode filter can be implemented as an
effective cascade of resonators, in a similar way to conven-
tional single mode filter implementations. Again, this tech-
nique results in transmission poles which can be tuned to
provide a desired filter response.

An example of such an approach is described in U.S. Pat.
No. 6,853,271, which is directed towards a triple-mode
mono-body filter. Energy is coupled into a first mode of a
dielectric-filled mono-body resonator, using a suitably con-
figured input probe provided in a hole formed on a face of the
resonator. The coupling between this first mode and two other
modes of the resonator is accomplished by selectively pro-
viding corner cuts or slots on the resonator body.

This technique allows for substantial reductions in filter
size because a triple-mode filter of this type represents the
equivalent of a single-mode filter composed of three discrete
single mode resonators. However, the approach used to
couple energy into and out of the resonator, and between the
modes within the resonator to provide the effective resonator
cascade, requires the body to be of complicated shape,
increasing manufacturing costs.

Two or more triple-mode filters may still need to be cas-
caded together to provide a filter assembly with suitable fil-
tering characteristics. As described in U.S. Pat. Nos. 6,853,
271 and 7,042,314 this may be achieved using a waveguide or
aperture for providing coupling between two resonator
mono-bodies. Another approach includes using a single-
mode combline resonator coupled between two dielectric
mono-bodies to form a hybrid filter assembly as described in
U.S. Pat. No. 6,954,122. In any case the physical complexity
and hence manufacturing costs are even further increased.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

According to a first aspect of the present invention, there is
provided a multi-mode cavity filter, comprising: a dielectric
resonator body incorporating a piece of dielectric material,
the piece of dielectric material having a shape such that it can
support at least a first resonant mode and a second substan-
tially degenerate resonant mode; a conductive layer substan-
tially covering the dielectric resonator body but having one or
more apertures therein allowing access to the dielectric reso-
nator body; and a coupling structure arranged in an aperture
of'the one or more apertures, comprising at least one coupling
path for at least one of coupling an input signal to the first and
second resonant modes and coupling an output signal from
the first and second resonant modes, the coupling path having
anopen-circuit end located adjacent to an edge of the aperture
for controlling a strength of electric field generated by the
coupling structure.
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In embodiments of the invention, the shape of the aperture
can be altered from an otherwise regular shape by one or more
deviations. For example, the conductive covering may further
comprise a protrusion extending across the aperture towards
the open-circuit end of the coupling path. The conductive
layer may further comprise a recess in the edge of the aper-
ture, extending away from the open-circuit end of the cou-
pling path. The conductive layer may yet further comprise a
recess surrounding, on two or more sides, the open-circuit end
of the coupling path.

In embodiments of the present invention, the coupling path
comprises a second open-circuit end located adjacent to a
second edge of the aperture. The first open-circuit end may be
located a first distance from the first edge of the aperture, and
the second open-circuit end may be located a second distance
from the second edge of the aperture, wherein the second
distance is greater than the first distance. An electric field
generated at the second open-circuit end may have a different
magnitude and an opposite polarity to an electric field gener-
ated at the first open-circuit end. The coupling path may be
electrically decoupled from the conductive layer. The first and
second edges may be on opposite sides of the aperture.

In further embodiments of the invention, the coupling path
comprises a conductive track.

In yet further embodiments of the invention, the aperture is
formed in a face of the dielectric resonator body, and wherein
the aperture has substantially the same shape as the face.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a better understanding of the present invention, and to
show more clearly how it may be carried into effect, reference
will now be made, by way of example, to the following
drawings, in which:

FIGS. 1A to 1E show a multi-mode filter according to
embodiments of the invention;

FIGS. 2A to 2C show resonant modes of a resonator body;
and

FIGS. 3 to 6 show coupling structures according to
embodiments of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

An example of a multi-mode filter will now be described
with reference to FIGS. 1A to 1E.

In this example, the filter 100 includes a resonator body
110, and a coupling structure 130. The coupling structure 130
comprises at least one coupling path 131, 132, which includes
an electrically conductive resonator path extending adjacent
to at least part of a surface 111 of the resonator body 110, so
that the coupling structure 130 provides coupling to a plural-
ity of the resonance modes of the resonator body.

In use, a signal can be supplied to or received from the at
least one coupling path 131, 132. In a suitable configuration,
this allows a signal to be filtered to be supplied to the reso-
nator body 110 for filtering, or can allow a filtered signal to be
obtained from the resonator body, as will be described in
more detail below.

The use of electrically conductive coupling paths 131, 132
extending adjacent to the surface 111 allows the signal to be
coupled to a plurality of resonance modes of the resonator
body 110 in parallel. This allows a simpler configuration of
resonator body 110 and coupling structures 130 to be used as
compared to traditional arrangements. For example, this
avoids the need to have a resonator body including cut-outs or
other complicated shapes, as well as avoiding the need for
coupling structures that extend a precise distance into the
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resonator body. This, in turn, makes the filter cheaper and
simpler to manufacture, and can provide enhanced filtering
characteristics. In addition, the filter is small in size, typically
ofthe order of 6000 mm? per resonator body, making the filter
apparatus suitable for use at the top of antenna towers.

A number of further features will now be described.

In the above example, the coupling structure 130 includes
two coupling paths 131, 132, coupled to an input 141 and an
output 142, thereby allowing the coupling paths to act as input
and output coupling paths respectively. In this instance, a
signal supplied via the input 141 couples to the resonance
modes of the resonator body 110, so that a filtered signal is
obtained via the output 142. However, the use of two coupling
paths is for the purpose of example only, and one or more
coupling paths may be used depending on the preferred
implementation.

For example, a single coupling path 131, 132 may be used
if a signal is otherwise coupled to the resonator body 110.
This can be achieved if the resonator body 110 is positioned
in contact with, and hence is coupled to, another resonator
body, thereby allowing signals to be received from or sup-
plied to the other resonator body. Coupling structures may
also include more coupling paths, for example if multiple
inputs and/or outputs are to be provided, although alterna-
tively multiple inputs and/or outputs may be coupled to a
single coupling path, thereby allowing multiple inputs and/or
outputs to be accommodated.

Alternatively, multiple coupling structures 130 may be
provided, with each coupling structure 130 having one or
more coupling paths. In this instance, different coupling
structures can be provided on different surfaces of the reso-
nator body. A further alternative is for a coupling structure to
extend over multiple surfaces of the resonator body, with
different coupling paths being provided on different surfaces,
or with coupling paths extending over multiple surfaces. Such
arrangements can be used to allow a particular configuration
of'input and output to be accommodated, for example to meet
physical constraints associated with other equipment, or to
allow alternative coupling arrangements to be provided. In
use, a configuration of the input and output coupling paths
131, 132, along with the configuration of the resonator body
110 controls a degree of coupling with each of the plurality of
resonance modes and hence the properties of the filter, such as
the frequency response.

The degree of coupling depends on a number of factors,
such as a coupling path width, a coupling path length, a
coupling path shape, a coupling path position, a coupling path
direction relative to the resonance modes of the resonator
body, a size of the resonator body, a shape of the resonator
body and electrical properties of the resonator body. A num-
ber of these factors will be described in greater detail below.
It will therefore be appreciated that the example coupling
structure and cube configuration of the resonator body is for
the purpose of example only, and is not intended to be limit-
ing.

The resonator body 110 includes an external coating of
conductive material 114, such as silver, although other mate-
rials could be used such as gold, copper, or the like. The
conductive material may be applied to one or more surfaces of
the body. A region 116 of the surface adjacent to the coupling
structure 130 may be uncoated to allow coupling of signals to
the resonator body 110.

Inthe illustrated embodiment, the coupling structure 130 is
provided on a surface of the dielectric resonator 112 directly,
as shown in FIGS. 1D and 1E. That is, the resonator body 110
may be coated in a layer 114 of conductive material as
described above; a coupling structure according to embodi-
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ments of the present invention can then be patterned into the
layer of conductive material, and coupled to connection pads
134,135 on an uppermost surface of the substrate 120. In that
case, the coupling between the substrate 120 and the coupling
structure on the resonator body may be provided by way of
solder ball contacts or any other suitable means. The coupling
structure can be formed using one of the standard techniques
known to those skilled in the art, such as by patterning a mask
(using printing techniques or photoresist) and then etching
the exposed parts to create the coupling structure. Alterna-
tively the coupling structure may be milled into the conduc-
tive layer surrounding the resonator body 110.

Alternatively, the coupling structure 130 may be provided
on the substrate 120. In that case, the coupling structure can
be formed in an upper conductive layer of the substrate using
any of the standard techniques known to those skilled in the
art, such as by patterning a mask in the layer (using printing
techniques or photoresist) and then etching the exposed parts
to create one or more cut-outs, or by milling the conductive
layer.

The resonator body can be any shape, but generally defines
at least two orthogonal axes, with the coupling paths extend-
ing at least partially in the direction of each axis, to thereby
provide coupling to multiple separate resonance modes.

In the current example, the resonator body 110 is a cuboid
body, and therefore defines three orthogonal axes substan-
tially aligned with surfaces of the resonator body, as shown by
the axes X, Y, Z. As a result, the resonator body 110 has three
dominant resonance modes that are substantially orthogonal
and whose electric fields are substantially aligned with the
three orthogonal axes. Examples of the different resonance
modes are shown in FIGS. 2A to 2C, which show magnetic
and electrical fields in dotted and solid lines respectively, with
the resonance modes being generally referred to as TM110,
TEO11 and TE101 modes, respectively.

Cuboid structures are particularly advantageous as they
can be easily and cheaply manufactured, and can also be
easily fitted together, for example by arranging multiple reso-
nator bodies in contact. Cuboid structures typically have
clearly defined resonance modes, making configuration of the
coupling structure more straightforward. Additionally, the
use of a cuboid structure provides a planar surface 111 so that
the coupling structure 130 can be arranged in a plane parallel
to the planar surface 111, with the coupling structure 130
optionally being in contact with the resonator body 110. This
can help maximise coupling between the coupling structure
130 and resonator body 110, as well as allowing the coupling
structure 130 to be more easily manufactured.

The provision of a planar surface 111 allows the substrate
120 to be a planar substrate, such as a printed circuit board
(PCB) or the like. In the illustrated embodiment (see FIG. 1E
in particular), the PCB substrate 120 has three layers. How-
ever, it will be apparent to those skilled in the art that the PCB
120 may comprise any number of further layers (for example,
providing a power layer, or further ground layers) without
departing from the scope of the present invention. Note that
the phrase “number of layers™ as used herein refers to the
number of conductive layers as is the convention in the art.
Each conductive layer is separated by a non-conductive layer
of, for example, a material having low dielectric constant.

Anuppermost layer (i.e. one of the outermost layers) of the
PCB substrate 120 comprises a ground plane 121 having an
aperture through which signals can be transferred to and/or
from the resonator body 110. In the illustrated embodiment,
the aperture in the substrate ground plane 121 substantially
corresponds in size and shape to the aperture 116 in the
conductive layer 114 covering the resonator body 110. In
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6

other embodiments, the aperture in the substrate ground plane
121 may correspond in shape to the aperture 116 in the con-
ductive layer 114, but have a greater or smaller size. Connec-
tion pads 134, 135 (or, in alternative embodiments, the cou-
pling structure 130 itself) are arranged within the aperture.
These are electrically coupled by connections 125, 126 to the
input and output connections 141, 142 in an inner signal layer
such that signals can be passed to and from the resonator body
110. The connections 125, 126 may be standard vias or plated
through-holes, as will be familiar to those skilled in the art.
However, the input and output paths 141, 142 can be coupled
to the coupling structure 130 using any suitable technique,
such as capacitive or inductive coupling.

The bottom layer comprises a further ground plane 124,
which is arranged so as to cover the aperture 116 as will be
described in further detail.

The conductive layer 114 covering the resonator body 110
is electrically connected to the upper ground plane 121. Sol-
der is suitable for this task as it provides both electrical and
mechanical connection, but any other suitable connection
mechanism may be employed. The upper ground plane 121 is
further electrically coupled to the lower ground plane 124,
which extends over the aperture 116 (albeit at a position
removed from the aperture itself). In this manner, a near
continuous ground plane is established around the dielectric
resonator 112, and energy leakage from the filter 100 is
reduced or minimized The conductive layer 114 surrounding
the resonator 112 prevents energy from radiating out of the
dielectric material from surfaces on which the conductive
layer 114 is present. The electrical coupling between the
upper and lower ground planes 121, 124 prevents energy from
leaking out of the aperture 116, except of course the con-
trolled extraction of energy by the coupling structure 130
corresponding to output signals.

The manner of the electrical coupling between the upper
and lower ground planes 121, 124 may vary according to the
frequencies of the input and output signals. That is, in one
embodiment the upper and lower ground planes 121, 124 are
coupled to each other by one or more electrical connections
such as vias or plated through holes, as will be familiar to
those skilled in the art. The electrical connections may be
distributed so as to largely correspond with the boundary of
the aperture 116. However, the number and type of such
electrical connections, as well as their precise positioning,
may be altered according to the frequencies of the signals
which will be input to and/or output from the resonator body
110. If sufficient connections are used, based upon the fre-
quencies present in the circuit, then the lower ground plane
124 forms the final (i.e. 67 in the illustrated embodiment)
conductive side to the resonator ‘box’. This grounded, con-
ductive, side acts as a reflector, in the same manner as the
metallised sides of the resonator body 110. The electromag-
netic energy is therefore kept within the structure and pre-
vented from radiating outwards.

In alternative embodiments a ground plane may not be
provided, in which case the coupling structure 130 could be
formed from conductive material applied to the substrate 120.
In this instance, the coupling structure 130 can still be elec-
trically coupled to ground, for example through vias or other
connections provided on the substrate.

The input or output may in turn be coupled to additional
connections depending on the intended application. For
example, the input and output paths 141, 142 could be con-
nected to an edge-mount SMA coaxial connector, a direct
coaxial cable connection, a surface mount coaxial connec-
tion, a chassis mounted coaxial connector, or a solder pad to
allow the filter 100 to be directly soldered to another PCB,
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with the method chosen depending on the intended applica-
tion. Alternatively the filter could be integrated into the PCB
of other components of a communications system.

Inuse, the coupled resonance modes of the resonator body
provide respective energy paths between the input and output.
Furthermore, the input coupling path and the output coupling
path can be configured to allow coupling therebetween to
provide an energy path separate to energy paths provided by
the resonance modes of the resonator body. This can provide
four parallel energy paths between the input and the output.
These energy paths can be arranged to introduce at least one
transmission zero to the frequency response of the filter. In
this regard, the term “zero” refers to a transmission minimum
in the frequency response of the filter, meaning transmission
of'signals at that frequency will be minimal, as will be under-
stood by persons skilled in the art.

As described above, the filtering performance of the filter
100 is dependent to a large degree on the coupling structure
130 (although other factors also play important roles). For
example, particular shapes and orientations of the coupling
structure may couple more strongly to one mode of resonance
than the other modes. It is therefore important to design the
coupling structures with care in order to maintain close con-
trol over the filter and to achieve a particular desired filtering
performance. Embodiments of the present invention provide
coupling structures and methods for designing coupling
structures in which the degree of coupling using the electric
field is controlled by placing an open-circuit end of the cou-
pling structure adjacent to, but separated from an edge of the
conductive covering 114. The open-circuit end is sufficiently
close to the edge of the aperture to induce a corresponding
opposite charge in the conductive layer. In this way, the elec-
tric field projecting into the resonator body 110 from the
coupling structure is reduced because a corresponding charge
is induced in the edge of conductive layer 114. The electric
field is concentrated between the end of the coupling structure
and the edge of the conductive covering 114, near the perim-
eter of the resonator body 110 and does not project into the
resonator body 110 as far as it otherwise would. Example
coupling structures will now be described with reference to
FIGS. 1D and 3 to 6. It will be appreciated that, although
illustrated on the resonator body 110, the coupling structures
may alternatively be formed in the substrate 120 as described
above.

FIG. 1D illustrates the underside of the resonator body 110,
showing the window 116 and the coupling structure 130
according to embodiments of the present invention.

The window 116 comprises an aperture in the conductive
layer 114 allowing access to the dielectric material. In one
embodiment, the window 116 has a shape which is geometri-
cally similar to the shape of the face of the resonator body 110
in which it is formed (that is, the window has the same shape
but a different size). In the illustrated embodiment, where the
resonator body 110 is cubic, the window 116 is therefore
square. In other embodiments, the window 116 may have one
or more deviations from this regular shape in order to achieve
a particular filtering performance. Such deviations will be
described in greater detail below.

The coupling structure 130 comprises an input coupling
path 131 and an output coupling path 132. In the illustrated
embodiment, these paths are mirror images of each other and
lie on the same surface (face) of the resonator body 110, with
a plane of symmetry running through the centre of the reso-
nator body 110. However, it will be understood that in general
the input and output coupling paths can have different shapes
or be connected to different surfaces of the resonator body
110. In other embodiments, a single coupling path may be
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provided (i.e. to an input or an output). Only the input cou-
pling path 131 will be described in detail here.

The input coupling path 131 comprises a track of conduc-
tive material having two components: a first portion 131.1
which connects the coupling path to the conductive covering
114 at the edge of the window 116; and a second portion 131.2
connected to the end of the connecting portion 131.1. The end
of the second portion 131.2 is open-circuit (i.e. it is not
electrically connected to anything). The first portion 131.1
extends substantially in the Y-direction, while the second
portion 131.2 extends substantially in the X-direction.

Inoperation, an input signal is applied to the input coupling
path 131, and current flows along the length of the coupling
path. The current flow in the first portion 131.1 produces
primarily a magnetic (H) field with the magnetic field lines
running around the conducting path. The first portion 131.1
therefore couples primarily to the resonant mode of the reso-
nator body 110 in the Y-direction. The current flow in the
second portion 131.2 also produces primarily an H-field with
the magnetic field lines running around the conducting path.
The second portion 131.2 therefore couples primarily to the
resonant mode of the resonator body 110 in the X-direction.

The end of the coupling path 131 is open circuit, and
therefore no current flows in this part of the coupling path
131. The open-circuit end produces primarily an electric (E)
field which extends in all directions, but its Z component is
mainly what couples to the resonant mode of the resonator
body 110 in the Z-direction. The X andY components are not
a good match to the X andY mode E-field distributions and so
do not couple strongly to those modes. Note also that the peak
of the E-field is produced at the open-circuit end, but that
E-field is also generated along the length of the coupling path
131 (decaying to zero at the connection with the grounded
conductive covering 114).

The open-circuit end is located adjacent to (that is, close to
but not touching) an edge ofthe window 116. This positioning
has the effect of inducing (through capacitive effects) an
equivalent charge at the edge of the window 116 and therefore
reducing the extent of the electric field in the resonator body
110, as discussed above. This reduces the coupling to the Z
mode of the resonator body and thus the overall filtering
performance of'the filter can be controlled. A number of small
lines illustrate the the confinement of the E-field to the gap
between the open circuit end and the conductive layer near the
end of the coupling path 131.

In some circumstances, design constraints may prevent the
end of the coupling path 131 being placed so close to the edge
of the conventionally shaped window 116. For example, the
length of the coupling path may be set so as to resonate at a
particular frequency and therefore the designer may not wish
to change this to extend the coupling path towards the edge of
the window 116. Another constraint may be placed on the
position of the coupling path relative to the resonator body
110 itself. For example, there may be some advantages in
placing the coupling path 116 at the centre of the lower face of
the resonator body 116.

FIGS. 3 to 5 show coupling structures which address these
issues. Similar features are labelled with similar reference
numerals for simplicity. For example, the resonator body is
labelled “110” and the window labelled 116 throughout.

FIG. 3 shows a coupling structure comprising an input
coupling path 231 and an output coupling path 232. Again,
both are identical and minor images of each other; however,
this need not be the case. Only the input coupling path 231
will be described in detail, but it will be understood that the
principles apply equally to output coupling paths.
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Inthis instance, the input coupling path 231 is located at the
centre of the window 116, and its length is carefully chosen so
as to achieve a filtering performance at a desired wavelength.
For example, the input coupling path 231 may have a length
(measured from its connection to the conductive layer 114 to
the open-circuit end) equal to a quarter wavelength of the
design wavelength of the filter 100. Thus the designer may
prefer not to increase the length of the coupling path 231 or
move it from the centre of the window 116 in order to reduce
the coupling to the Z mode.

To overcome this problem, a protrusion 240 is formed in an
edge of the window 116. The protrusion 240 is part of the
conductive layer 116 and extends across the window 116,
effectively altering its shape, towards the open-circuit end of
the coupling path 231. In the illustrated embodiment, the
protrusion 240 is located “in line” with the coupling path 231
(i.e. in the X-direction), but equally could be placed to the side
of the coupling path. In this way, the distance between the
open-circuit end of the input coupling path 231 and the con-
ductive layer at the side of the window 116 is reduced, the
E-field is concentrated at the end of the input coupling path,
also in turn reducing the Z mode coupling.

FIG. 4 shows a further coupling structure in which it is
desired to increase the coupling to the Z mode. Again, the
coupling structure comprises an input coupling path 331 and
an output coupling path 332. In this case, however, the open-
circuit end of the coupling path is too close to the edge of the
window 116 to achieve the desired level of coupling to the Z
mode.

The filter 100 thus further comprises a recess 340 in the
edge of the window 116, i.e. a concave shape which effec-
tively increases the distance between the conductive layer 114
and the open-circuit end of the coupling path 331. The recess
340 therefore represents a deviation from the otherwise regu-
lar shape of the window 116, but results in an increased
coupling to the Z mode without moving the coupling path or
changing its length.

FIG. 5 shows a further coupling structure according to
embodiments of the present invention. This embodiment is
similar to that described above with respect to FIG. 4, but for
the open-circuit end of the coupling path (ref 431 in FIG. 5)
being located within the recess 440 at the edge of the window
116. Rather than increasing the Z mode coupling as with the
embodiment of FIG. 4, therefore, the Z mode coupling is
strongly reduced in this embodiment as the open-circuit end
is partially surrounded by the ground plane of the conductive
layer 114. This strongly localizes the E-field at the end of the
coupling path 431, strongly reduces the E-field extent within
the resonator body 110 and strongly reduces the coupling to
the Z mode.

FIG. 6 shows a coupling structure according to further
embodiments of the present invention. Only a single coupling
path 531 is illustrated for clarity, and this could therefore be
used to couple an input signal to the resonator body 110 or to
couple an output signal from the resonator body 110.

The coupling path 531 is electrically decoupled from the
conductive layer (i.e. the edge of the window 116) and there-
fore has two ends 531.1, 531.2 which are both open circuit. In
the illustrated embodiment the coupling path 531 has a length
which is equal to half the wavelength of a desired filtering
frequency so as to resonate particularly at that frequency (via
a standing wave, with nodes at either end 531.1, 531.2). As
both ends are open circuit, electric fields are generated at both
ends of the coupling path and, at any one time, these electric
fields will have opposite polarities. One electric field there-
fore cancels the other and, were these electric fields identical
in size, complete cancellation would result leading to sub-
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stantially zero coupling to the Z-mode. In order to control the
Z mode coupling without complete cancellation, therefore,
the coupling path 531 is arranged so that one open-circuit end
531.1 is located closer to the edge of the window 116 than the
other open-circuit end 531.2. The E-field at the first open-
circuit end 531.1 is therefore less than the E-field at the
second open-circuit end 531.2 and the cancellation due to
their opposite polarities is no longer total, but partial. Thus
some degree of Z mode coupling takes place due to the
non-zero E-field.

In the illustrated embodiment, the ends 531.1, 531.2 are
located at differing distances from the edges of the window by
virtue of an offset coupling path 531. That is, the geometric
centre of the coupling path 531 is placed at a location which
is away from the geometric centre of the face of the resonator
body 110. This non-central position also affects the degree of
Z-mode coupling via a different mechanism to the one
described above. For example, if we ignored the differing
E-fields at either end of the coupling path, and instead
assumed that the E-field at either end was of equal and oppo-
site magnitude, then the Z mode of the resonator body 110
will have an E-field with a cosine variation across its base (i.e.
in the X direction). Ifthe coupling path 531 is placed centrally
then, by symmetry, each end 531.1, 531.2 will have equal and
opposite coupling to the Z mode. However, if the coupling
path 531 is displaced from the centre of the resonator body
110 face (as in the illustrated embodiment) then one end will
see a more localized E-field than the other and so will couple
less strongly to the Z mode. Thus the degree of Z mode
coupling can be controlled by appropriate positioning of the
coupling path 531 away from the centre of the resonator body
110 face.

In other embodiments, the degree of Z mode coupling can
be varied without displacing the coupling path 531 from the
centre of the resonator body 110 face. For example, by posi-
tioning a protrusion or a recess (as described above with
respect to FIGS. 3 to 5) close to one end of the coupling path
531, the E field at that end can be varied and thereby the
degree of coupling to the Z mode.

Note that, in the illustrated example, the two ends 513.1,
531.2 are not adjacent to the same edges of the window (in
fact they are adjacent to opposite sides of the window 116);
however, in alternative embodiments both ends may be adja-
cent to the same edge of the window.

Embodiments of the present invention therefore provide a
multi-mode cavity filter with a resonator body and a coupling
structure for coupling an input signal to the resonator body
and/or for coupling an output (i.e. filtered) signal from the
resonator body 110. The resonator body 110 is substantially
covered by alayer of conductive material in order to minimize
leakage of energy outside the body, but has at least one aper-
ture in which the coupling structure is placed, to allow access
to the resonator body 110. The degree of coupling (particu-
larly to the Z mode) can be controlled by appropriate posi-
tioning of the end of a coupling path of the coupling structure,
adjacent to an edge of the aperture in which the coupling
structure is placed. In further embodiments, the window may
have a protrusion or a recess (representing a deviation from an
otherwise regular shape) so as to vary the degree of Z mode
coupling. In yet further embodiments, the coupling path may
have more than one open-circuit end, producing electric fields
of' non-equal magnitude but opposite polarities, such that the
electric field of one end partially cancels the electric field of
the other end.

Those skilled in the art will appreciate that various amend-
ments and alterations can be made to the embodiments
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described above without departing from the scope of the
invention as defined in the claims appended hereto.

The invention claimed is:

1. A multi-mode cavity filter comprising:

a dielectric resonator body incorporating a piece of dielec-
tric material, the piece of dielectric material being free of
cutouts and holes for coupling probes and having a shape
supporting at least a first resonant mode and a second
substantially degenerate resonant mode;

a conductive layer substantially covering the dielectric
resonator body but having one or more apertures therein
allowing access to a surface of the dielectric resonator
body; and

a coupling structure arranged in an aperture of the one or
more apertures, said coupling structure being on or con-
tacting the surface of the dielectric resonator body, said
coupling structure comprising at least one coupling path
for at least one of coupling an input signal to the first and
second resonant modes and coupling an output signal
from the first and second resonant modes, the coupling
path having an open-circuit end located adjacent to an
edge of the aperture for controlling a strength of electric
field generated by the coupling structure,

wherein the open-circuit end is a first open-circuit end,
wherein the edge of the aperture is a first edge of the
aperture, and wherein the coupling path comprises a
second open-circuit end located adjacent to a second
edge of the aperture, and

wherein the first open-circuit end is located a first distance
from the first edge of the aperture, wherein the second
open-circuit end is located a second distance from the
second edge of the aperture, and wherein the second
distance is greater than the first distance.

2. The multi-mode cavity filter according to claim 1,
wherein the conductive layer comprises a recess surrounding,
on two or more sides, the open-circuit end of the coupling
path.

3. The multi-mode cavity filter according to claim 1,
wherein a first electric field portion generated at the first
open-circuit end has a different magnitude from a second
electric field portion generated at the second open-circuitend.

4. The multi-mode cavity filter according to claim 1,
wherein the coupling path is electrically decoupled from the
conductive layer.

5. The multi-mode cavity filter according to claim 4,
wherein a first electric field portion generated at the first
open-circuit end is in an opposite direction from a second
electric field portion generated at the second open-circuitend.

6. The multi-mode cavity filter according to claim 1,
wherein the first and second edges are on opposite sides of the
aperture.

7. The multi-mode cavity filter according to claim 1,
wherein the coupling path comprises a conductive track.

8. The multi-mode cavity filter according to claim 1,
wherein the aperture is formed in the conductive layer on a
face of the dielectric resonator body, and wherein the aperture
has substantially the same shape as the face.

9. A multi-mode cavity filter comprising:

a dielectric resonator body incorporating a piece of dielec-
tric material, the piece of dielectric material having a
shape supporting at least a first resonant mode and a
second substantially degenerate resonant mode;

a conductive layer substantially covering the dielectric
resonator body but having one or more apertures therein
allowing access to the dielectric resonator body; and

a coupling structure arranged in an aperture of the one or
more apertures, comprising at least one coupling path
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for at least one of coupling an input signal to the first and
second resonant modes and coupling an output signal
from the first and second resonant modes, the coupling
path having an open-circuit end located adjacent to an
edge of the aperture for controlling a strength of electric
field generated by the coupling structure,

wherein the conductive layer further comprises a protru-
sion extending across the aperture towards the open-
circuit end of the coupling path.

10. A multi-mode cavity filter comprising:

a dielectric resonator body incorporating a piece of dielec-
tric material, the piece of dielectric material having a
shape supporting at least a first resonant mode and a
second substantially degenerate resonant mode;

a conductive layer substantially covering the dielectric
resonator body but having one or more apertures therein
allowing access to the dielectric resonator body; and

a coupling structure arranged in an aperture of the one or
more apertures, comprising at least one coupling path
for at least one of coupling an input signal to the first and
second resonant modes and coupling an output signal
from the first and second resonant modes, the coupling
path having an open-circuit end adjacent to an edge of
the aperture for controlling a strength of electric field
generated by the coupling structure,

wherein the conductive layer comprises a recess in the edge
of the aperture, extending away from the open-circuit
end of the coupling path.

11. A multi-mode cavity filter comprising:

a dielectric resonator body incorporating a piece of dielec-
tric material, the piece of dielectric material being free of
cutouts and holes for coupling probes and having a shape
such that it can support at least a first resonant mode and
a second substantially degenerate resonant mode;

a conductive layer substantially covering the dielectric
resonator body but having one or more apertures therein
allowing access to a surface of the dielectric resonator
body; and

a coupling structure arranged in an aperture of the one or
more apertures, said coupling structure being on or con-
tacting the surface of the dielectric resonator body, said
coupling structure comprising at least one coupling path
for at least one of coupling an input signal to the first and
second resonant modes and coupling an output signal
from the first and second resonant modes, the coupling
path having an open-circuit end located adjacent to an
edge of the aperture for controlling a strength of electric
field generated by the coupling structure,

wherein the open-circuit end is a first open-circuit end,
wherein the edge of the aperture is a first edge of the
aperture, and wherein the coupling path comprises a
second open-circuit end located adjacent to a second
edge of the aperture,

wherein the coupling path is electrically decoupled from
the conductive layer, and

wherein a first electric field portion generated at the first
open-circuit end is in an opposite direction from a sec-
ond electric field portion generated at the second open-
circuit end.

12. The multi-mode cavity filter according to claim 11,
wherein the conductive layer comprises a recess surrounding,
on two or more sides, the open-circuit end of the coupling
path.

13. The multi-mode cavity filter according to claim 11,
wherein the first open-circuit end is located a first distance
from the first edge of the aperture, wherein the second open-



US 9,406,988 B2

13

circuit end is located a second distance from the second edge
of the aperture, and wherein the second distance is greater
than the first distance.

14. The multi-mode cavity filter according to claim 13,
wherein the first electric field portion generated at the first
open-circuit end has a different magnitude from the second
electric field portion generated at the second open-circuitend.

15. The multi-mode cavity filter according to claim 11,
wherein the first and second edges are on opposite sides of the
aperture.

16. The multi-mode cavity filter according to claim 11,
wherein the coupling path comprises a conductive track.

17. The multi-mode cavity filter according to claim 11,
wherein the aperture is formed in the conductive layer on a
face of the dielectric resonator body, and wherein the aperture
has substantially the same shape as the face.
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